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Abstract  
 
Dr B.R. Ambedkar's vision for women's empowerment is essential to his social 
and political thought. His ideas on women's rights and empowerment were 
shaped by his experiences as a Dalit, and he recognised the importance of 
women's emancipation for achieving social justice and equality. 
This paper exploresAmbedkar's vision for women's empowerment and its insights 
and implications for contemporary society. It highlights his views on the status of 
women in India, their rights, and the factors that limit their empowerment. The 
paper examines the role of education, political participation, and economic 
empowerment in enhancing women's status and empowerment. 
Ambedkar's views on women's empowerment are rooted in his belief in social 
justice, equality, and human dignity. He emphasized the importance of education 
for women's empowerment and argued that it was the key to breaking the cycle of 
poverty and discrimination. He also recognized women's need for political 
participation, arguing that it was necessary to challenge patriarchal structures 
and promote gender equality. 
The paper also examines the implications of  Ambedkar's vision for contemporary 
society. It highlights the importance of recognizing and challenging the systemic 
barriers that limit women's empowerment, including discrimination based on 
caste, gender, and other social factors. The paper argues thatAmbedkar's ideas 
can provide a valuable framework for understanding and addressing these 
barriers and for promoting gender equality and social justice. 
Ambedkar's vision for women's empowerment provides essential insights and 
implications for contemporary society. His ideas on education, political 
participation, and economic empowerment can help to guide efforts to promote 
gender equality and social justice.  
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Women's Statusin Hindu Society  
 
Dr B.R. Ambedkar was a social reformer and a champion of the rights of the oppressed in 
India. In his book, "The Rise and Fall of Hindu Women," Ambedkar examines the status of 
women in Hindu society and the historical factors that contributed to their oppression. 
Through his work, Ambedkar sheds light on the challenges faced by women in Hindu society 
and advocates for their empowerment. 

                                                      
1Corresponding author:-Surender Singh 

Department of Commerce, Ramjas College, University of Delhi, New Delhi, India 

E-mail: surender.singh@ramjas.du.ac.in 
2Librarian, Ramjas College, University of Delhi, New Delhi, India. 
3Department of Commerce, Ramjas College, University of Delhi, New Delhi, India 
 

 
 



Surender Singh, Taruna Joshi &Dhani Ram (December 2022). Ambedkar's Vision for Women's Empowerment: 
Insights and Implications 
International Journal of Economic Perspectives,16(12), 181-188 UGC CARE GROUP II 
Retrieved from https://ijeponline.com/index.php/journal 

© 2022 by The Author(s). ISSN: 1307-1637 International journal of economic perspectives is licensed under a 

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 

Corresponding author: Surender Singh, Taruna Joshi &Dhani Ram 
Submitted: 27 Sep 2022, Revised: 09 Oct 2022, Accepted: 18 Nov 2022, Published:  December 2022 

182 

 

Ambedkar argues that women in Hindu society have been subjected to centuries of oppression 
and discrimination. He contends that the patriarchal nature of Hindu society has prevented 
women from achieving their full potential and relegated them to a secondary status. He 
suggests that this has led to a decline in the status of women and prevented them from 
participating fully in society. 
Ambedkar traces the roots of this oppression to the early Vedic period. During this time, 
women had relatively equal status with men and could participate in religious and cultural 
activities. However, as society became more patriarchal, women were gradually pushed to the 
margins and became increasingly restricted in their roles and responsibilities. 
According to Ambedkar, one of the main factors contributing to the oppression of women in 
Hindu society is the caste system. Women from lower castes were particularly vulnerable to 
discrimination and abuse, often treated as little more than property by men from higher castes. 
This created a cycle of oppression that was difficult to break. 
Ambedkar argues that the subjugation of women in Hindu society had profound implications 
for the nation's development. Women were prevented from fully participating in economic, 
political, and social life, limiting the entire society's potential. Ambedkar believed empowering 
women would lead to more significant progress and development for the nation. 
Ambedkar advocated for several reforms to help empower women in Hindu society to counter 
this. He believed that women should be given equal rights to education and employment and be 
able to participate fully in political and social life. He also argued for abolishing the caste 
system, which he believed was one of the primary barriers to women's empowerment in Hindu 
society. 
Ambedkar's work on women's empowerment in Hindu society was ground-breaking and 
helped spark a broader social reform movement. His advocacy for women's rights and his 
efforts to challenge the patriarchal nature of Hindu society inspired many to take up the cause 
of women's empowerment. 
Today, the status of women in Hindu society is still a subject of debate and discussion. Some 
argue that women have made significant progress in recent years, while others believe there is 
still a long way to go. However, Ambedkar's efforts played a significant role in women's 
empowerment in Hindu society. 
Despite this progress, however, women still face significant challenges in Hindu society. 
Women continue to face discrimination and abuse, and many are still denied fundamental 
rights and opportunities. To address these issues, it will be necessary to continue the work that 
Ambedkar began and advocate for women's empowerment at all levels of society. 
Ambedkar's work on women's empowerment in Hindu society is a testament to his 
commitment to social justice and equality. Through his writing, he shed light on the challenges 
faced by women in Hindu society and advocated for their empowerment. His work inspired 
many to take up the cause of women's rights, and his legacy continues to be felt in India today. 
While much work must be done to achieve equality for women in Hindu society, Ambedkar's 
work remains an essential milestone in the struggle for social justice and equality. 
 
Women's Historical Oppression and Marginalization 
 
Ambedkar's recognition of women's historical oppression and marginalisation was rooted in 
his analysis of social structures and cultural practices perpetuating gender inequality. He 
believed that women had been historically disadvantaged and that their rights and freedoms 
had been curtailed through patriarchal norms and practices. He argued that the caste system 
and other forms of social stratification had contributed to the oppression of women and that 
this oppression was perpetuated through unequal access to resources and opportunities. 
Ambedkar believed women's liberation was essential for developing a just and equitable 
society. He recognised that women's oppression was not just a social or cultural issue but also 
an economic one. Women were denied access to education, employment, and political 
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participation, which restricted their ability to achieve economic independence and contributed 
to their continued subordination. 
Ambedkar believed that education was the key to women's empowerment. He argued that 
education could enable women to challenge patriarchal norms and take control of their lives. 
He emphasised the need for equal opportunities for education and employment and the 
elimination of gender-based discrimination in these areas. 
Ambedkar also recognised the importance of political empowerment for women. He believed 
that women should have equal representation in political institutions and be able to participate 
in decision-making processes. Therefore, he advocated reserving women's seats in legislative 
bodies and their inclusion in administrative and executive positions. 
Furthermore, Ambedkar emphasised the need to challenge cultural attitudes towards women. 
He believed that patriarchal norms and values needed to be critically examined and rejected 
and that new cultural practices needed to be developed that were based on gender equality and 
human dignity. 
Ambedkar's philosophy of social justice and equality has profoundly impacted Indian society. 
His ideas on caste, gender, and social justice have been instrumental in shaping India's policies 
on affirmative action and social welfare.Ambedkar's vision for social justice and equality 
inspires social movements and advocacy groups in India and worldwide. 
Ambedkar's social justice and equality philosophy was grounded in his experiences of 
discrimination and marginalisation. He recognisedwomen's historical oppression and 
marginalisation and believed their liberation was essential for developing a just and equitable 
society. Ambedkar emphasised the need for education, political empowerment, and cultural 
change as essential for women's liberation. His ideas on social justice and equality have 
profoundly impacted Indian society and continue to inspire social movements and advocacy 
groups today. 
 
Education for Women 
 
Ambedkar recognised the historical oppression and marginalisation of women in India. He 
believed education was the key to breaking the cycle of poverty and oppression many women 
faced.Ambedkar argued that education could give women the knowledge and skills to challenge 
patriarchal norms and take control of their lives. 
Ambedkar emphasised the need for equal opportunities for education for both men and 
women. He believed that gender-based discrimination in education must be eliminated and 
that women should have access to the same educational opportunities as men. Ambedkar 
believed education was a fundamental right and should be accessible to all, regardless of 
gender or social status. 
Ambedkar also recognised the importance of education in promoting gender equality. He 
believed that education could challenge patriarchal attitudes and practices and create a new 
culture of gender equality.Ambedkar emphasised the need for a new educational curriculum 
based on gender equality and human dignity. 
Ambedkar believed that education should be relevant to the needs of women. He argued that 
women's education should focus on practical skills and knowledge that could be used to 
improve their lives and the lives of their families.Ambedkar emphasised the need for vocational 
education and training programs to provide women with the skills to enter the workforce and 
become financially independent. 
Furthermore,Ambedkar believed that education was essential for women's political 
empowerment. He believed education could give women the knowledge and skills to participate 
in political institutions and decision-making.Ambedkar argued for reserving seats for women 
in legislative bodies and their inclusion in administrative and executive positions. 
Ambedkar's ideas on education for women have profoundly impacted Indian society. His 
advocacy for women's education helped to shape India's policies on affirmative action and 
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social welfare.Ambedkar's vision for social justice and equality inspires social movements and 
advocacy groups in India and worldwide. 
Ambedkar's ideas on education for women were essential for their empowerment and 
liberation. He recognised the historical oppression and marginalisation of women in India and 
believed that education was the key to breaking the cycle of poverty and oppression that many 
women faced.Ambedkar emphasised the need for equal opportunities for education, the 
elimination of gender-based discrimination, and the development of a new curriculum based 
on gender equality and human dignity.Ambedkar's ideas on education for women have 
profoundly impacted Indian society and continue to inspire social movements and advocacy 
groups today. 
 
Political Empowerment for Women 
 
DrAmbedkarbelieved political empowerment was essential for challenging patriarchal norms 
and achieving gender equality.Ambedkar argued that women's political participation could lead 
to policies and legislation that would promote gender equality and address women's specific 
needs and concerns. 
Ambedkar emphasised the need for equal political representation for women. He believed 
women should have equal representation in legislative bodies and other political institutions. 
Ambedkar argued for reserving seats for women in legislative bodies and their inclusion in 
administrative and executive positions. 
Ambedkar also recognised the importance of education in promoting women's political 
empowerment. He believed education could give women the knowledge and skills to participate 
in political institutions and decision-making.Ambedkar emphasised the need for education and 
training programs to provide women with the skills and knowledge needed to become 
influential leaders and policymakers. 
Ambedkar believed women's political empowerment was essential for creating a more just and 
equitable society. He believed that women's political participation could lead to developing 
policies and legislation addressingwomen's specific needs and concerns, such as gender-based 
violence, reproductive rights, and economic empowerment. 
Ambedkar's ideas on political empowerment for women have profoundly impacted Indian 
society. His advocacy for women's political participation helped to shape India's policies on 
affirmative action and social welfare.Ambedkar's vision for social justice and equality inspires 
social movements and advocacy groups in India and worldwide. 
Ambedkar's ideas on political empowerment for women were essential for their empowerment 
and liberation. He recognised the historical oppression and marginalisation of women in India 
and believed that political participation was essential for challenging patriarchal norms and 
achieving gender equality.Ambedkar emphasised the need for equal political representation for 
women, education and training programs, and policies and legislation that addressed women's 
specific needs and concerns.Ambedkar's ideas on political empowerment for women have 
profoundly impacted Indian society and continue to inspire social movements and advocacy 
groups today. 
 
Cultural Change as Essential Elements for Women's Liberation 
 
Ambedkar believed cultural change was necessary to challenge the deeply ingrained patriarchal 
norms perpetuating gender inequality in Indian society. He argued that cultural practices such 
as child marriage, dowry, and the caste system contributed to women's oppression and 
marginalisation.Ambedkar recognised the need to challenge these practices and beliefs through 
cultural change. 
Ambedkar's views on cultural change were closely linked to his social justice and equality 
philosophy. He believed that cultural change was essential to social transformation and 
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necessary to achieve a more just and equitable society.Ambedkar argued that cultural change 
would require a comprehensive approach that involved education, media, and social activism. 
Ambedkar believed that education was a powerful tool for cultural change. He believed 
education could help challenge patriarchal norms and empower women to challenge gender 
inequality.Ambedkar argued that education was essential for girls and women who faced 
significant educational barriers. He believed education would give women the knowledge and 
skills to challenge gender-based discrimination and advocate for their rights. 
Ambedkar also recognised the importance of media in promoting cultural change. He believed 
that media could be used to challenge patriarchal attitudes and practices and promote gender 
equality. Ambedkar believed that the media had a significant role in shaping public opinion and 
that it was necessary to ensure that it promoted gender equality and challenged gender-based 
discrimination. 
Ambedkar also believed that social activism was essential to cultural change. He argued that 
social movements and advocacy groups were critical in challenging patriarchal norms and 
promoting gender equality.Ambedkar recognised that social movements and advocacy groups 
could challenge cultural practices and beliefs by raising awareness and promoting public 
debate. 
Ambedkar's ideas on cultural change have significantly impacted Indian society. His advocacy 
for cultural change helped shape India's social welfare policies and affirmative action. 
Ambedkar's vision for social justice and equality inspires social movements and advocacy 
groups in India and worldwide. 
Ambedkar believed that cultural change was essential for women's liberation. He recognised 
that cultural practices and beliefs often perpetuated gender inequality and that changing 
cultural attitudes and practices were necessary to achieve gender equality. Ambedkar argued 
that cultural change would require a comprehensive approach that involved education, media, 
and social activism. His ideas on cultural change have significantly impacted Indian society and 
continue to inspire social movements and advocacy groups today. 
 
Structural and Cultural Dimensions of Gender Inequality 
 
Ambedkar recognised that women's empowerment required a comprehensive approach to 
addressing structural and cultural dimensions of gender inequality. He argued that gender 
inequality was deeply rooted in the patriarchal social structure of Indian society and that it was 
necessary to challenge this structure to achieve gender equality.Ambedkar believed women's 
empowerment required a holistic approach addressing structural and cultural dimensions of 
gender inequality. 
Structural dimensions of gender inequality refer to the social, economic, and political 
structures perpetuating gender-based discrimination and inequality.Ambedkar recognised the 
importance of addressing structural inequalities and believed political empowerment was 
crucial to women's empowerment. He argued that women needed access to political power to 
challenge patriarchal structures and advocate for their rights.Ambedkar also believed that 
economic empowerment was essential for women's empowerment. He recognised that women 
faced significant economic barriers and argued that access to education, employment, and 
resources was critical for women's empowerment. 
Cultural dimensions of gender inequality refer to the beliefs, attitudes, and practices 
perpetuating gender-based discrimination and inequality.Ambedkar recognised the importance 
of addressing cultural dimensions of gender inequality and argued that cultural change was 
necessary for women's empowerment. He believed that cultural practices such as child 
marriage, dowry, and the caste system contributed to women's oppression and 
marginalisation.Ambedkar recognised the need to challenge these practices and beliefs through 
cultural change. 
Ambedkar's vision for women's empowerment has important implications for contemporary 
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society. His holistic approach recognises that women's empowerment requires a 
comprehensive approach that addresses structural and cultural dimensions of gender 
inequality. This approach is essential for achieving gender equality and creating a more just 
and equitable society. 
Contemporary society can learn fromAmbedkar's vision for women's empowerment by 
recognising the importance of a holistic approach. Women's empowerment cannot be achieved 
by addressing only one aspect of gender inequality. Instead, a comprehensive approach that 
addresses structural and cultural dimensions of gender inequality is necessary. 
Contemporary society can also learn fromAmbedkar's emphasis on political and economic 
empowerment. Women's access to political power and economic resources is essential for 
challenging patriarchal structures and promoting gender equality. Policies and programs 
promoting political and economic empowerment are critical for women's empowerment. 
Finally, contemporary society can learn fromAmbedkar's emphasis on cultural change. Cultural 
practices and beliefs often perpetuate gender inequality, and challenging these practices and 
beliefs is necessary for achieving gender equality. Policies and programs promoting cultural 
change, such as education and media campaigns, are critical for women's empowerment. 
Ambedkar's vision for women's empowerment has important insights and implications for 
contemporary society. His holistic approach recognises the importance of addressing structural 
and cultural dimensions of gender inequality. Contemporary society can learn from 
Ambedkar's emphasis on political empowerment, economic empowerment, and cultural 
change. By implementing policies and programs that promote women's empowerment, society 
can work towards achieving gender equality and creating a more just and equitable society. 
 
Efforts to reform Hindu Code Bill 
 
The Hindu Code Bill was a comprehensive legislation to reform Hindu personal law in India. It 
was introduced by Ambedkar, the first Law Minister of independent India, in 1948. The bill 
aimed to reform laws relating to marriage, divorce, adoption, inheritance, and succession for 
the Hindu community, which constituted the majority of the population in India at the time. 
However, the bill faced stiff opposition from conservative elements in society and political 
parties. 
Ambedkar strongly advocated women's rights and believed the Hindu personal laws were 
discriminatory and needed reform. He saw the bill as a way to end the unequal treatment of 
women under Hindu law, such as the denial of property rights and the practice of child 
marriage. He also believed that the bill would help to modernise Hindu society and bring it in 
line with the values of the Indian Constitution. 
To push for the bill's passage, Ambedkar travelled extensively across India to build support for 
the legislation. He engaged with various stakeholders, including women's groups, legal experts, 
and public members, to explain the need for the bill and its benefits. However, the bill faced 
fierce opposition from conservative societal members, who saw it threatening traditional Hindu 
values. 
In response to the opposition, Ambedkar introduced several amendments to the bill, including 
provisions protecting women's rights and ensuring gender equality. He also made concessions 
to address the concerns of conservative elements, such as allowing for a more significant role of 
family members in the decision-making process for marriage and divorce. 
Despite Ambedkar's efforts, the Hindu Code Bill was watered down and eventually passed in a 
diluted form in 1956. Several of the bill's key provisions, including those related to divorce and 
property rights, were either removed or significantly weakened. 
However, Ambedkar's efforts to reform the Hindu personal laws were not in vain. The passage 
of the bill paved the way for further reforms in the area of family law and set a precedent for 
similar reforms for other communities in India. Ambedkar's vision for gender equality and 
social justice inspires efforts to create a more equitable and just society in India today. 
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Constitution Provision For Woman   
 
Ambedkar, the principal architect of the Indian Constitution, was a staunch advocate of 
women's rights and believed in their equal status and treatment in society. He worked tirelessly 
to ensure that the Indian Constitution contained provisions that safeguarded their interests. 
The Indian Constitution enshrines several vital provisions that relate to women's rights and 
empowerment. The Right to Equality, guaranteed by Article 14 of the Indian Constitution, 
prohibits discrimination based on sex and ensures that women are treated equally to men in all 
aspects of life, including education, employment, and politics. The Right to Freedom, enshrined 
in Article 19, guarantees women the right to voice their opinions and participate in public life 
without fear of repression. Article 23 prohibits trafficking in human beings and forced labour, 
which disproportionately affect women and children. The Right to Education, provided by 
Article 21A, ensures free and compulsory education for all children between the ages of 6 and 
14, thereby increasing access to education for girls, who have historically been excluded from 
schooling. Finally, the Indian Constitution provides for the reservation of seats for women in 
local bodies and other public institutions, increasing women's representation in decision-
making processes. While the Indian Constitution has made significant strides in promoting 
women's rights and empowerment, much work must be done to ensure women's equal 
treatment and access to all opportunities. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Dr B R Ambedkar's vision for women's empowerment in India remains relevant today. His 
pioneering work in codifying laws and establishing equal rights for women has been crucial in 
promoting gender equality and empowering women in India. The laws and acts he helped 
create have served as a foundation for further progress in ensuring women's rights and 
protection from violence and discrimination. 
However, despite these advancements, women in India continue to face various forms of 
discrimination, violence, and inequality. It is, therefore, essential to continue working towards 
achieving Dr Ambedkar's vision for women's empowerment by implementing and enforcing 
laws that protect women's rights and provide equal opportunities for education and 
employment. 
Furthermore,Ambedkar's vision can be extended beyond India and can serve as an inspiration 
for the global community in promoting gender equality and empowering women worldwide. 
His legacy remains a guiding light in the ongoing struggle for women's rights and social justice. 
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