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China and South Africa are celebrating 25 years of establishment of their bilateral 

relationship. The Republic of South Africa and the People’s Republic of China established their 

bilateral relations in the year 1998 and both the countries have contributed to the strengthening 

of their bilateral ties. The Republic of South Africa and the People’s Republic of China are also 

celebrating the decade of 2020s as their 10 Year Strategic Programmes of Cooperation. 

 

The two countries have contributed to the bilateral relations by cooperating for 

governmental relationships, business cooperations, visits of the state dignitaries, people to 

people interactions and all interactions at various levels. In the continent of Africa, China has 

the biggest trade agreements with the South Africa and China is also the biggest business 

partner of South Africa outside the African continent. 

 

Both the countries are continuing their developing economies with developing their 

socio-economic development. In the previous 25 years South Africa and China have tried to 

achieve domestic development and they have tried to develop their partnership with the Global 

South Perspective with the help of bilateral, trilateral and multilateral cooperation agreements. 

 

Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) has been a very helpful bilateral 

relationship between South Africa and China with a possibility of coming together of countries 

from various continents. Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) has given both the 

countries various possibilities to grow with shared experiences and to develop resources in their 

continents. 

 

South Africa and China are significant countries in the contemporary global order. They 

have a long bilateral relationship beginning from the cold war era and the Apartheid era, 

continuing to the contemporary global order.  

 

The bilateral relationships of countries have an impact of all the major developments in 

their contemporary global politics and it has similarly happened with South Africa and China. 
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The two countries similarly have been influenced by the contemporary global socio-economic,  

political and diplomatic relationships.  

  

South Africa-China Diplomatic Relations: Historical Developments 

 

The consular level diplomatic relations of Taiwan were established with the Republic of 

South Africa in 1962 and it began a strengthened diplomatic relations at the socio-economic 

level as various industries and businesses from Taiwan migrated to South Africa. 

 

International sanctions had been imposed on the Apartheid government of South Africa 

as South African economy was finding it challenging to integrate with the economy of the world. 

Taiwan by strengthening its relations with the Apartheid government of China was not 

considering international economic sanctions as challenging for Taiwan-South Africa Relations. 

In this duration South Africa strengthened its relationship with the People’s Republic of China 

by incorporating various measures. 

 

Diplomatic Relations between South Africa and China 

 

South Africa and China began strengthening their relationship in the decade of 1980s 

and established their governmental relationship on 01 January 1998. The beginning of the South 

Africa-China relationship was significant as this bilateral relationship of the countries was 

similar to the bilateral relationships of these countries with various other African countries.  

Political Cooperation of South Africa and China 

(1) Pretoria Declaration  

People’s Republic of China and the Republic of South Africa agreed on the Pretoria 

Declearation in April 2000. President of the People’s Republic of China, Jiang Zemin and the 

President of the Republic of South Africa, Thabo Mbeki agreed on the the Pretoria Decleration 

for a strengthened partnership and cooperation for their cooperation and development. 

 

Pretoria Decleration was significant in strengthening the ties of People’s Republic of 

China and the Republic of South Africa as it incorporated the process of dialogue of the two 

countries considering their moral imperatives. It was opined during the Pretoria Decleration as 

the countries would support and cooperate. 
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(2) Bi-National Commission (BNC) 

 

A Bi-National Commission (BNC) was established after the Pretoria Decleration for 

establishing a continuity in the bilateral relations of South Africa and China for a government to 

government cooperation and coordination.  

 

The Bi-National Commission (BNC) would guide the countries in all the possibilities for 

cooperation. The Bi-National Commission would function in the process of various forms of 

consultations and and establishment of cooperation for the countries. 

 

(3) Six Agreements of Mutual Cooperation for South Africa and China 

 

 (a) Police co-operation 

(b) Maritime transport 

(c) Prevention of the spread of deadly pathogens 

(d) Animal health and quarantine 

(e) Arts and culture 

(f) Avoidance of double taxation. 

 

(4) Bridging North-South Divide 

 

A sustainable development is a challenge in the absence of a strengthened cooperation of 

countries of the North and the countries of the South. South Africa and China during their 

various discussions tried to work for bridging the divide of North and the South. The two 

countries have been functioning to remove any threatening possibility of the poor and the rich 

countries. The countries have incorporated their possibilities for development of economic 

growth of countries of the South.  

 

(5) Rational Economic Order 

 

Possibilities of a new, just and rational economic order for the world had been a very 

significant necessity for bringing improvements in the economic possibilities of countries. South 

Africa and China in their relationship understood the significant necessity of possibilities of 

reform and joint actions of the countries to improve economic order.  
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The bilateral agreements of South Africa and China observed the possibilities of more 

and more responsibilities for all the countries for a new, rational world economic order for the 

development of the countries in debt. 

 

South Africa-China Economic Relations 

 

(1) Investments of China in South Africa 

 

All the investments discussed by South Africa and China in the beginning were very 

significant. They could not begin the investments for various challenges. A major challenge for 

China to invest in South Africa was a poor investment possibilities. Some of the challenges in 

South Africa were low productivity, labour flexibility challenges and various forms of crimes. 

Securing Foreign Direct Investment from various sources was a major challenge.  

 

(2) Investment of South Africa in China 

 

Investments of South Africa in China were similarly significant with the help of major 

South African investments companies, Landpac, SAB Miller, MIH Group and China Resources 

Enterprises Group. SAB Miller began its investments in China with the help of China Resources 

Enterprises Group and they formed an incorporated venture. Their incorporation was 

established in a new form as China Resources Breweries and it has been investing with the 

incorporation. 

 

(3) South Africa – China Free Trade Agreement 

Free Trade agreement is a mutual cooperation for the countries to develop in an 

incorporated and to strengthen the trade between both the two countries. China had been 

growing its economy in a very considerable and very powerful. South Africa was of the opinion 

to develop the economy with the help of Free Trade Agreement with China with the possibilities 

of established analysis of the economies of South Africa  and China.  

The countries understood various international and domestic challenges for the 

functioning of the Free Trade Agreement. Various trade unions, commercial organizations, 

business leaders and industrial establishments were incorporated for the Free Trade 

Agreeement. 
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Cooperation of South Africa and China in  a New World Order 

 

Cooperation of South Africa and China in  a New World Order was understood by China 

and South Africa as their business interests have been similar for the development of the 

countries and they compliment the economies. In a new world order, cooperation  of the 

countries is essential for the political and economic development. 

 

Opportunities for the Republic of South Africa have been growing in the People’s 

Republic of China and the opportunities for the Peoples’s Republic of China have been growing 

in the Republic of South Africa and a very significant functioning of enterprises, industrial 

houses, trade unions and business leaders. 

 

Support of South Africa to the Chinese investments in the Continent of Africa 

 

South Africa in its functioning of economic relationship with the People’s Republic of 

China has understood various challenges and possibilities of investment of China in various 

parts of the continent of Africa. The Republic of South Africa will be able to help People’s 

Republic of China to develop the continent with various possibilities:  

 

(1) Strengthening their investments by strengthening local employment generation. 

 

(2) Merging of NEPAD and FOCAC. 

 

(3) Incorporation of peacekeepers and promotion of possibilities of peace in Africa. 
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