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Abstract: This study explores the dynamic landscape of social exclusion within
Indian society, shedding light on evolving patterns and variations in this
multifaceted phenomenon. Drawing from a comprehensive review of existing
literature, as well as primary data collection through surveys and interviews, we
examine the historical context, structural determinants, and contemporary
manifestations of social exclusion in India. Our research reveals that social
exclusion in the Indian context has undergone significant shifts, influenced by
changing economic, political, and cultural factors. We identify emerging trends in
the types of exclusion faced by marginalized communities, including caste-based
discrimination, religious divides, economic disparities, and gender-based
inequalities. Additionally, we explore the role of government policies, grassroots
movements, and technological advancements in both perpetuating and mitigating
social exclusion. The study underscores the need for a nuanced and adaptive
approach to addressing social exclusion in India, taking into account the ever-
evolving social and economic landscape. Furthermore, we propose strategies for
policymakers, civil society, and scholars to foster a more inclusive society that
empowers marginalized communities and ensures equal access to opportunities
and resources. By delving into the changing variations of social exclusion, this
research contributes to a deeper understanding of the challenges and
opportunities for social cohesion and justice in contemporary Indian society. It
highlights the importance of ongoing research and policy efforts in fostering a
more equitable and inclusive nation. Please note that the actual content of the
abstract would depend on the specific findings and focus of the research study.
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* Introduction

The study of social exclusion in Indian society has evolved significantly over the
years, reflecting the changing variations in the way this complex issue is
understood and addressed. Social exclusion refers to the systematic and
multidimensional process through which individuals or groups are marginalized,
discriminated against, or denied access to resources, opportunities, and
participation in various aspects of social life. In the context of Indian society, this
phenomenon has been a subject of considerable scholarly attention and public
policy concern. Historically, India has been a land of immense diversity, with a
complex web of social, economic, and cultural hierarchies. Caste-based
discrimination, gender disparities, economic inequalities, and religious divides
have all played pivotal roles in shaping the contours of social exclusion. The study
of social exclusion in Indian society has undergone several key transformations
over time:

Caste-Based Exclusion: Historically, caste played a dominant role in the social
exclusion discourse. The caste system, with its hierarchical structure, led to the
marginalization of certain groups and the empowerment of others. Scholars have
examined how caste-based exclusion perpetuated social disparities and
discrimination.

Intersectionality: In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the
intersectionality of various forms of exclusion. Researchers have emphasized that
an individual's social identity is shaped not just by their caste, but also by factors
like gender, religion, ethnicity, and economic status. The study of social exclusion
in India now incorporates these intersections.

Urbanization and Globalization: With urbanization and globalization, new
dimensions of exclusion have emerged. Urban areas in India have seen the rise of
slums, where marginalized communities face exclusion from basic services.
Globalization has brought economic opportunities to some but has also
marginalized traditional livelihoods and exacerbated economic disparities.

Government Policies and Interventions: The Indian government has
introduced various policies and affirmative action programs aimed at addressing
social exclusion. The effectiveness and impact of these policies have become a
crucial area of study, with researchers evaluating their successes and
shortcomings.
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Civil Society and Grassroots Movements: The role of civil society
organizations and grassroots movements in raising awareness about social
exclusion and advocating for change is another evolving aspect of the study. These
entities play a crucial role in shaping public discourse and influencing policy.

Technological Advancements: The advent of the digital age has created both
opportunities and challenges. While technology can be an enabler of inclusion, it
can also result in the exclusion of those who lack access or digital literacy.

In conclusion, the study of social exclusion in Indian society has seen dynamic
changes over time. It has evolved from a focus primarily on caste-based
discrimination to a more holistic and intersectional approach, taking into account
various forms of exclusion. Researchers and policymakers are continuously
adapting their strategies to address the evolving challenges of social exclusion in
the ever-changing landscape of Indian society. This evolution reflects the complex
and multifaceted nature of social exclusion in one of the world's most diverse and
rapidly changing societies.

* Objectives of Study of changing variation in the study of social
exclusion in Indian society
Studying changing variations in the study of social exclusion in Indian society is
essential for understanding and addressing the dynamics of social inequality,
discrimination, and exclusion. The objectives of such a study can be multifaceted,
and they may include:

Historical Context: To analyze how the concept of social exclusion has evolved
over time in Indian society, considering historical, cultural, and political factors.
This can help in tracing the origins of exclusionary practices and policies.

Contemporary Analysis: To examine the current state of social exclusion in
India, identifying the different social groups and communities that are
marginalized, discriminated against, or excluded, and understanding the factors
contributing to their exclusion.

Intersectionality: To explore the intersecting factors that contribute to social
exclusion, such as caste, class, gender, religion, ethnicity, and region. This can

© 2022 by The Author(s). (o) I SN : 1307-1637 International journal of economic perspectives is licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

Corresponding author: DIVYA PRIYADARSHINI DUBEY
Submitted: 27 May 2022, Revised: 09 June 2022, Accepted: 18 July 2022, Published: August 2022

179



DIVYA PRIYADARSHINI ...... al(August 2022). CHANGING VARIATION IN THE STUDY OF SOCIAL
EXCLUSION IN INDIAN SOCIETY

International Journal of Economic Perspectives,16(08) 177-190 UGC CARE

Retrieved from https://ijeponline.com/index.php/journal

provide a more nuanced understanding of how various forms of discrimination
interact.
Policy Evaluation: To assess the effectiveness of government policies and
interventions aimed at reducing social exclusion.This involves identifying gaps
and recommending improvements in existing policies.

Empirical Research: To conduct empirical studies and collect data that can
provide evidence of changing patterns of social exclusion. This could involve
surveys, case studies, and fieldwork to understand the lived experiences of
marginalized communities.

Legal and Human Rights Perspectives: To analyze the role of legislation and
human rights frameworks in addressing social exclusion. Assess how well these
legal mechanisms are working to protect the rights of marginalized groups.

Social and Economic Implications: To investigate the economic and social
consequences of social exclusion. This may involve looking at poverty rates, access
to education and healthcare, and the impact on overall human development.

Social Movements and Activism: To examine the role of social movements,
NGOs, and advocacy in addressing social exclusion. Investigate the strategies
employed by these groups and their impact on policy change.

Comparative Analysis: To compare India's experience of social exclusion with
that of other countries. This can provide insights into what has worked elsewhere
and what could be adapted to the Indian context.

Policy Recommendations: Based on the research findings, develop policy
recommendations and advocacy strategies for reducing social exclusion in Indian
society. These recommendations should be evidence-based and aimed at creating
a more inclusive and equitable society.

Awareness and Education: Promote awareness and education on social
exclusion to reduce stereotypes and prejudices. This includes educational
programs and campaigns to change societal attitudes.

Long-Term Impact Assessment: Continuously assess and evaluate the impact
of policies and interventions over the long term to ensure that progress is being
made in reducing social exclusion.
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The study of changing variations in social exclusion in Indian society is critical
for advancing social justice and equality. It can guide policymakers, activists, and
scholars in developing informed strategies to address the complex and evolving
challenges of social exclusion in India.

* LITERATURE REVIEW:

A literature review on the changing variations in the study of social exclusion in
Indian society would provide an overview of the historical context, key concepts,
methodologies, and the evolving discourse in this field. While I can't provide
specific references or studies beyond my knowledge cutoff date of September
2021, I can offer a general structure for your literature review:

Introduction: Briefly introduce the concept of social exclusion and its
significance in the context of Indian society. Explain the importance of studying
changing variations over time. Outline the structure of the literature review.

Historical Context: Provide an overview of the historical roots of social
exclusion in India, including the caste system, gender discrimination, and
economic disparities. Discuss the impact of colonization and the post-
independence era on social exclusion. Highlight key events and legislative
measures that have influenced the discourse on social exclusion.

Key Concepts and Definitions:Define social exclusion and related terms such
as social inequality, marginalization, and discrimination.Explain how these
concepts have evolved and been redefined over time.

Methodologies:Discuss the research methods commonly used in the study of
social exclusion in Indian society, such as surveys, case studies, ethnography, and
quantitative analyses.Analyze the strengths and limitations of these
methodologies and how they have changed or improved over the years.

Changing Variations in Social Exclusion: Explore how the focus of social
exclusion research in India has shifted over time.Discuss variations in the
dimensions of social exclusion, including caste, religion, gender, disability, and
economic status.Examine how globalization, urbanization, and technological
advancements have impacted patterns of social exclusion.
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Evolving Discourse and Theoretical Frameworks Review :the prominent
theories and frameworks used to understand social exclusion, such as Amartya
Sen's capability approach and the intersectionality perspective. Analyze how these
theories have been adapted and refined in the Indian context.

Policy and Interventions: Provide an overview of government policies and
interventions aimed at addressing social exclusion in India. Discuss their
effectiveness, challenges, and areas for improvement.

Case Studies and Research Findings: Highlight key research studies, findings,
and case studies that have contributed to the understanding of changing variations
in social exclusion in India.

Challenges and Future Directions: Discuss the challenges and unresolved
issues in the study of social exclusion in Indian society. Suggest potential avenues
for future research and policy development.

Conclusion: Summarize the key points discussed in the literature
review.Emphasize the importance of continuing to study and address changing
variations in social exclusion to build a more inclusive Indian society.

References: Include a list of the references and sources you have cited in your
literature review. Ensure that your literature review is well-structured, and the
content is organized logically to provide a comprehensive understanding of the
changing variations in the study of social exclusion in Indian society. Be sure to
consult relevant sources published after September 2021 for the most up-to-date
information and research in this field.

* Findings of Study of Changing variation in the study of social exclusion
in Indian society

As of my last knowledge update in September 2021, I don't have access to
specific, up-to-date research findings or studies that may have been conducted
after that date. However, I can provide you with a general overview of some key
themes and findings related to the study of social exclusion in Indian society based
on research and discussions up to that point. Keep in mind that the field of social
sciences, including the study of social exclusion, is constantly evolving, and there
may have been new findings and developments since then.
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Caste-Based Discrimination: Caste-based discrimination has historically been
a significant form of social exclusion in Indian society. Various studies have
highlighted the persistence of caste-based discrimination in education,
employment, and social interactions. Government policies and affirmative action
programs have aimed to address these issues, but disparities continue to exist.

Economic Disparities: Socioeconomic factors, including income and wealth
disparities, play a critical role in social exclusion. Research has shown that
marginalized communities, often associated with lower castes, tribal groups, and
religious minorities, face economic disadvantages that limit their access to basic
resources and opportunities.

Gender-Based Exclusion: Gender-based exclusion is another significant issue
in India. Women and gender minorities face discrimination and social exclusion in
various aspects of life, including education, employment, and political
representation. Research has explored the intersection of caste, class, and gender
in shaping exclusion experiences.

Access to Education: Access to quality education is a key determinant of social
inclusion. Studies have indicated that marginalized communities face barriers to
education, leading to disparities in literacy rates and educational attainment.
Government programs like Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and Midday Meal Scheme aim
to address these issues.

Health Disparities: Health disparities in India are linked to social exclusion.
Research has shown that marginalized communities often have limited access to
healthcare facilities and face higher rates of malnutrition, infant mortality, and
other health challenges.

Urbanization and Migration: Urbanization and internal migration have led to
the growth of informal settlements and slums in Indian cities. Studies have
examined the living conditions and social exclusion experienced by the residents
of these areas, many of whom come from marginalized backgrounds.

Legal Framework and Policies: The Indian government has implemented
various policies and legal frameworks to address social exclusion, such as
affirmative action through reservations in education and employment.
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Researchers have evaluated the effectiveness of these policies and their impact on
marginalized communities.

Religious and Ethnic Minorities: Discrimination against religious and ethnic
minorities has been a subject of research in India. Studies have examined issues
related to religious and ethnic identity, discrimination, and the social exclusion
experienced by these communities.

Social Movements and Activism: Social movements and civil society
organizations have played a crucial role in advocating for the rights of
marginalized groups. Research has explored the impact of social movements and
activism in challenging social exclusion and promoting social justice.

Intersectionality: Many studies in India have adopted an intersectional
approach, recognizing that social exclusion is often shaped by the intersection of
multiple factors, such as caste, class, gender, religion, and ethnicity. Understanding
how these factors interact is essential for a comprehensive analysis of social
exclusion.

To access the most current and specific findings, I recommend referring to
academic journals, research reports, and publications from scholars and
institutions that specialize in the study of social exclusion in Indian society.
Additionally, government reports and non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
working in the field may provide valuable insights into the latest research and
developments in this area.

* Limitation of Study of Changing variation in the study of social
exclusion in Indian society

Studying changing variations in social exclusion in Indian society is a complex
and multifaceted task, and like any research endeavor, it comes with certain
limitations. Here are some key limitations that researchers may encounter when
studying social exclusion in the context of Indian society:

Data Quality and Availability: One of the primary challenges in studying social
exclusion in India is the availability and quality of data. Data collection and
reporting may vary by region and social group, making it difficult to get a
comprehensive picture of the problem. In many cases, underreporting and data
gaps may exist, especially for marginalized and excluded communities.
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Diverse and Dynamic Society: India is a highly diverse and dynamic society
with a multitude of languages, cultures, and religious groups. This diversity can
make it challenging to generalize findings across the entire nation. Researchers
must be cautious about overgeneralizing and recognize that what holds true in one
region or among one group may not apply to others.

Cultural Sensitivity: Social exclusion often has deep cultural and historical
roots in Indian society. Researchers need to approach the topic with cultural
sensitivity and avoid imposing external definitions and frameworks on the Indian
context. Understanding the nuances of cultural norms and practices is crucial.

Changing Political Landscape: The political landscape in India can influence
the dynamics of social exclusion. Government policies and political agendas can
impact the experiences of marginalized groups. Researchers must consider how
political changes affect the study's findings and be aware of the potential for bias
in government data.

Intersecting Identities: Social exclusion doesn't affect all individuals and
groups equally. People can face multiple forms of exclusion based on their gender,
caste, religion, and economic status, among other factors. Research should account
for these intersecting identities and their unique experiences.

Access to Marginalized Groups: Some marginalized communities, such as
tribal and remote rural populations, may be challenging to access for research
purposes. This can limit the ability to collect data and gain insights into their
experiences of social exclusion.

Longitudinal Studies: Tracking changing variations in social exclusion over
time can be challenging due to the need for long-term studies. Longitudinal
research is resource-intensive and may not always be feasible.

Subjective Nature of Experiences: Social exclusion is often experienced
subjectively, and perceptions of exclusion may vary among individuals.
Researchers may struggle to capture these subjective experiences accurately.

Ethical Concerns: Research on social exclusion can involve sensitive and
personal topics. Maintaining the privacy and dignity of research participants is a
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critical concern, and researchers must adhere to ethical guidelines when
conducting studies in this field.

External Factors: Social exclusion is influenced by a wide range of external
factors, including economic conditions, globalization, and technological
advancements. These external factors can complicate the task of isolating the
causes and consequences of social exclusion.

In conclusion, studying changing variations in social exclusion in Indian society
is a challenging task with various limitations. Researchers must be aware of these
limitations and employ appropriate methodologies and ethical considerations to
address them effectively. It's essential to acknowledge the complexity of the issue
and work towards a nuanced understanding of social exclusion in the Indian
context.

* Scope of Study of Changing variation in the study of social exclusion in
Indian society

The study of changing variations in social exclusion in Indian society is a
complex and dynamic field of research. Social exclusion refers to the processes
through which certain groups or individuals are systematically marginalized and
excluded from various aspects of social, economic, and political life. In the context
of India, a diverse and multi-cultural country with a long history of social
inequalities, this is a critical area of study. Here are some aspects and scope of the
study in this field:

Historical Perspective: Understanding the historical roots and evolution of
social exclusion in India is essential. Researchers can investigate how the caste
system, colonialism, and other historical factors have contributed to the present-
day manifestations of social exclusion.

Caste-Based Exclusion: The caste system continues to be a significant factor in
social exclusion in India. Researchers can explore how caste-based discrimination
has changed over time and identify the factors that perpetuate it.

Economic Exclusion: Economic disparities play a crucial role in social
exclusion. The study can focus on how economic policies, poverty, and disparities
in income and wealth contribute to social exclusion.
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Gender and Social Exclusion: Examining the intersection of gender and social
exclusion is crucial. How do issues related to gender discrimination, patriarchy,
and violence intersect with broader patterns of social exclusion in India?

Religious and Ethnic Dimensions: India's diverse religious and ethnic
landscape can also be a focus of study. How religious and ethnic identities are used
to exclude or discriminate against certain groups or individuals.

Urban vs. Rural Dynamics: There are often significant differences in the
experience of social exclusion in urban and rural areas. Research can investigate
these differences and how they are changing over time.

Policy Interventions: Analyzing government policies and interventions aimed
at reducing social exclusion is a crucial aspect. Researchers can assess the
effectiveness of affirmative action measures, reservations, and other policies in
addressing social exclusion.

Globalization and Social Exclusion: The impact of globalization on social
exclusion can also be explored. How economic liberalization and globalization
have influenced social exclusion patterns in India.

Social Movements and Activism: The role of social movements and civil society
organizations in addressing social exclusion is a significant aspect. Research can
analyze the strategies and impact of these movements.

Education and Awareness: The role of education and awareness in reducing
social exclusion is another area of study. How education can empower
marginalized communities and challenge existing stereotypes and prejudices.

Health and Healthcare: Social exclusion can have a direct impact on access to
healthcare. Research can investigate how social exclusion affects health outcomes
and access to healthcare services.

Digital Inclusion: In the digital age, access to technology and the internet is
becoming increasingly important. Researchers can explore the digital divide and
its role in social exclusion.
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Comparative Studies: Comparative studies with other countries or regions can
provide valuable insights into the unique features of social exclusion in India.

Future Trends: Finally, researchers can explore emerging trends in social
exclusion in India, such as the impact of climate change, migration, and changing
demographics.

The study of changing variations in social exclusion in Indian society is a
multifaceted and evolving field, and it requires an interdisciplinary approach that
combines sociology, economics, anthropology, political science, and other relevant
disciplines. Researchers in this area play a crucial role in informing policies and
interventions aimed at reducing social exclusion and promoting social justice in
India.

* CONCLUSION

The conclusion of a study on the variation in the study of social exclusion in
Indian society can provide a summary of the key findings and insights gained from
the research. Here's an example of what a conclusion for such a study might look
link In conclusion, the examination of social exclusion in Indian society reveals a
complex and multifaceted phenomenon that varies significantly across different
contexts and dimensions. Our study has shed light on several important insights
and implications:

Context Matters: It is evident that the experience of social exclusion varies
significantly based on geographical location, cultural factors, and socioeconomic
conditions. What constitutes exclusion in urban areas may differ from rural
settings, and this understanding is crucial for targeted interventions.

Intersectionality: Social exclusion cannot be understood in isolation; it is
deeply intertwined with factors like gender, caste, religion, and economic status.
Recognizing the intersecting dimensions of exclusion is essential for creating
comprehensive policies and strategies.

Policy Implications: The variation in social exclusion calls for a nuanced
approach to policy formulation. A one-size-fits-all approach may not be effective.
Policymakers need to consider the specific challenges and dynamics present in
different regions and communities.
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Data and Research: There is a need for more in-depth, localized research to
better understand the variations in social exclusion. This would involve gathering
data at the grassroots level and engaging with communities to grasp the unique
dimensions of their exclusion.

Education and Awareness: Promoting awareness and education around social
exclusion is critical. This includes not only raising awareness about the issue but
also teaching individuals and communities how to identify and address exclusion
within their specific context.

Social Inclusion Initiatives: Tailored social inclusion initiatives need to be
developed to address the diverse needs of marginalized groups. These programs
should consider the local context, cultural sensitivities, and the unique challenges
faced by each group.

Collaboration: Addressing social exclusion in Indian society requires
collaboration between government agencies, non-governmental organizations,
civil society, and communities themselves. A multi-stakeholder approach is
essential to bring about meaningful change.

In essence, our study underscores the importance of recognizing the vast
variation in social exclusion within Indian society. By understanding these
variations and tailoring solutions accordingly, we can work towards a more
inclusive and equitable society where no individual or group is left behind. Further
research, awareness, and concerted efforts are needed to tackle this complex issue
effectively.
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