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Abstract: 

Derek Walcott, a Nobel laureate in literature, is regarded for his profound exploration of cross-

culturalism in his poetry and plays. This research paper delves into Walcott's engagement with 

cross-culturalism, analyzing how it shapes his understanding of identity, tradition, and his global 

literary influence. Through a close examination of selected works, including "Omeros,""Another 

Life," and "The Caribbean: Culture or Mimicry?” this paper aims to elucidate Walcott's intricate 

portrayal of cultural intersections, hybridity, and the complexities of post-colonial identity. 

Furthermore, it explores how Walcott's cross-cultural perspective contributes to the broader 

discourse on cultural exchange, colonial legacies, and the construction of literary canons. 
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Introduction: 

In literature, Derek Walcott holds a significant place as one of the most celebrated and influential 

figures of the 20th and early 21st centuries. His profound exploration of themes such as identity, 

cultural heritage, colonialism, and the complexities of post-colonial existence has earned him 

international acclaim and numerous prestigious awards, including the Nobel Prize in Literature in 

1992. Walcott's works often delve into questions of personal and collective identity, particularly in 

the context of the Caribbean experience. As a poet, playwright, and essayist, he grapples with the 

complexities of belonging to multiple cultures and the challenges of reconciling different aspects of 

one's identity.A native of Saint Lucia, which was colonized by both the British and the French, 

Walcott's writing, is deeply rooted in the history of colonialism and its lasting effects on Caribbean 

societies. His works often confront the legacies of slavery, imperialism, and cultural displacement, 
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shedding light on the struggles and resilience of colonized peoples.Despite the scars of colonialism, 

Walcott's literature celebrates the rich cultural heritage of the Caribbean region. Through vibrant 

imagery, lush language, and references to Caribbean folklore, music, and history, he paints a vivid 

portrait of the region's landscapes and traditions, highlighting its diversity and vitality.Walcott's 

poetic style is marked by its lyrical beauty, musicality, and evocative imagery. He blends English 

with Creole and incorporates elements of African, European, and indigenous Caribbean languages, 

creating a unique linguistic tapestry that reflects the multicultural nature of Caribbean 

society.Cross-culturalism in Derek Walcott's works refers to his exploration and representation of 

the intersections, collisions, and amalgamations of different cultures, particularly in the context of 

the Caribbean. Walcott's works often depict the dynamic interplay between diverse cultural 

influences, including African, European, and indigenous Caribbean traditions. He celebrates the 

richness of this cultural tapestry while also acknowledging the tensions and conflicts that arise from 

cultural contact and hybridity.He explores the fluidity and hybridity of identity, highlighting how 

people negotiate and navigate their sense of self within the context of cultural diversity.Walcott's 

cross-cultural perspective prompts a re-evaluation of traditional narratives, myths, and histories. He 

often revisits classical texts and cultural symbols, infusing them with new meanings and 

perspectives that reflect the realities of Caribbean life and experience.Derek Walcott's exploration 

of cross-culturalism shapes his understanding of identity and tradition while also contributing 

significantly to his global literary influence.  

Derek Walcott's Cultural Background and Influences 

Derek Alton Walcott, born on January 23, 1930, in Castries, Saint Lucia, was a distinguished poet, 

playwright, and visual artist who achieved international acclaim for his contributions to literature. 

Derek Walcott was born to Warwick Walcott, a civil servant, and Alix Walcott, a schoolteacher. He 

was raised on the Caribbean island of Saint Lucia, which would later serve as a significant source of 

inspiration for his literary works.Walcott received his early education at Saint Mary's College in 

Castries. Later, he won a scholarship to study at the University of the West Indies in Jamaica. 

However, he left before completing his degree to pursue his literary ambitions.In the early stages of 

his career, Walcott published his first poem at the age of 14 in a local newspaper. His early works, 

heavily influenced by the English literary tradition, showcased his burgeoning talent as a poet. In 

1959, Walcott co-founded the Trinidad Theatre Workshop in Port of Spain, Trinidad, with his 

brother Roderick Walcott and the playwright Errol Hill. This theater company played a pivotal role 



 (April 2024). Derek Walcott's Cross-Culturalism: Exploring Identity, Tradition, and Global Influence   
International Journal of Economic Perspectives,18(04) 161-170 
ISSN: 1307-1637 UGC CARE GROUP II 
Retrieved from https://ijeponline.com/index.php/journal 
 

 

© 2024 by The Author(s). ISSN: 1307-1637 International journal of economic perspectives is licensed under a Creative Commons 

Attribution 4.0 International License. 

Submitted: 27 Jan 2024, Revised: 09 Feb2024, Accepted: 18 March  2024, Published:  April 2024 

163 

in the development of Caribbean theater and provided a platform for emerging playwrights and 

actors.Walcott's oeuvre includes numerous poetry collections, plays, and essays. Some of his most 

renowned works include the epic poem "Omeros," which re-imagines Homer's "Iliad”in a 

Caribbean context and the play”Dream on Monkey Mountain," which explores themes of 

colonialism, identity, and spirituality.Throughout his career, Walcott received numerous awards and 

honors for his literary achievements. In 1992, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature, making 

him the first Caribbean writer to receive this prestigious accolade. Additionally, he was a recipient 

of the MacArthur Fellowship, the T.S. Eliot Prize, and the Queen's Medal for Poetry, among 

others.Derek Walcott's contributions to literature extend beyond his own writings. He mentored 

countless emerging writers and artists, inspiring a new generation of Caribbean voices. His works 

continue to be studied, celebrated, and admired for their lyrical beauty, thematic richness, and 

profound insights into the human condition.Derek Walcott passed away on March 17, 2017, leaving 

behind a legacy that transcends geographical boundaries and continues to enrich the literary 

landscape of the Caribbean and the world. 

Influence of Caribbean culture and colonial history on Walcott's works 

The influence of Caribbean culture and colonial history on Derek Walcott's works is profound and 

multifaceted, shaping both the thematic content and stylistic elements of his poetry, plays, and 

essays. The Caribbean, with its lush landscapes, vibrant colors, and rich cultural diversity, serves as 

a constant backdrop in Walcott's works. His poetry often evokes the sights, sounds, and rhythms of 

Caribbean life, from the bustling marketplaces to the tranquil shores. Through vivid descriptions 

and sensory imagery, Walcott captures the essence of the Caribbean landscape, imbuing his works 

with a strong sense of place. Walcott's upbringing in a region marked by centuries of colonization 

and cultural exchange profoundly influenced his understanding of cultural hybridity. His works 

reflect the blending of African, European, and indigenous Caribbean traditions, as well as the 

complexities of navigating multiple cultural identities. He confronts the injustices, inequalities, and 

cultural erasures perpetuated by colonial powers, while also exploring the lasting effects of 

colonization on Caribbean societies. In response to the dominant narratives imposed by colonial 

powers, Walcott seeks to reclaim and reframe Caribbean history and tradition on his own terms. 

Language plays a crucial role in Walcott's exploration of Caribbean culture and identity. His poetry 

and plays incorporate a rich tapestry of languages, including English, French, Creole, and 

indigenous Caribbean dialects. By embracing linguistic diversity, Walcott celebrates the 
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multiplicity of voices and experiences within the Caribbean region, while also highlighting the 

complexities of language as a marker of cultural identity. 

Engagement with European, African, and indigenous Caribbean traditions 

Derek Walcott's engagement with European, African, and indigenous Caribbean traditions is a 

central aspect of his literary exploration of cultural identity, heritage, and history.  

European Tradition: Walcott often draws inspiration from classical European literature, 

particularly the works of Homer, Virgil, and Shakespeare. He re-imagines classical epics and myths 

in Caribbean contexts, as seen in his epic poem "Omeros," which echoes the themes and structure of 

Homer's "Iliad" and "Odyssey." Walcott confronts the legacy of European colonization in the 

Caribbean, critiquing the injustices and cultural impositions imposed by colonial powers. His works 

often explore the tension between European cultural hegemony and Caribbean cultural identity, 

highlighting the complexities of post-colonial existence. 

African Tradition: Walcott acknowledges the profound influence of African culture on Caribbean 

society, particularly through the legacy of the transatlantic slave trade. He incorporates elements of 

African folklore, music, and spirituality into his works, celebrating the resilience and creativity of 

African diasporic communities in the Caribbean. African rituals and mythologies feature 

prominently in Walcott's plays and poetry, serving as a source of spiritual and cultural sustenance 

for Caribbean peoples. Through his exploration of African traditions, Walcott emphasizes the 

continuity and interconnectedness of Caribbean cultural heritage. 

Indigenous Caribbean Tradition: 

Walcott seeks to reclaim and preserve the indigenous heritage of the Caribbean, which has often 

been marginalized or erased by colonial narratives. He pays homage to the indigenous peoples of 

the Caribbean, such as the Arawaks and Caribs, in his poetry and plays, highlighting their 

contributions to Caribbean culture and history.It alsoinforms Walcott's ecological consciousness, as 

he reflects on the region's natural landscapes and environmental challenges. His works often evoke 

a sense of reverence for the Caribbean's biodiversity and ecological interconnectedness, urging 

readers to respect and protect the region's natural heritage. By drawing on diverse cultural 

influences, Walcott enriches his literary works with layers of meaning, symbolism, and historical 

resonance, contributing to a deeper understanding of Caribbean culture and its global significance. 
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Identity and Cross-Culturalism in Walcott's Poetry 

In Derek Walcott's poetry, themes of identity and cultural heritage are recurrent motifs that are 

deeply intertwined with his exploration of Caribbean history, landscapes, and people.  

"A Far Cry from Africa": 

This poem reflects Walcott's complex relationship with his mixed heritage, particularly his African 

ancestry and European colonial upbringing.Through vivid imagery and powerful language, Walcott 

explores the psychological and emotional turmoil of grappling with conflicting cultural 

allegiances.The poem delves into themes of guilt, betrayal, and the legacy of colonialism, 

highlighting the enduring impact of historical injustices on personal and collective identities. 

"The Schooner Flight": 

In this poem, Walcott celebrates the resilience and creativity of Caribbean peoples, drawing 

parallels between the journey of a schooner and the struggles of Caribbean life.Through the 

metaphor of the schooner, Walcott explores themes of migration, cultural exchange, and the quest 

for freedom and self-determination.The poem is imbued with a sense of nostalgia for the 

Caribbean's maritime heritage, while also acknowledging the challenges and dangers of navigating 

the turbulent waters of history and identity. 

"Omeros": 

"Omeros" is Walcott's epic poem, which re-imagines Homer's epics in a Caribbean context, 

specifically on the island of Saint Lucia.Through multiple narrative voices and interwoven 

storylines, Walcott explores the complexities of Caribbean history, culture, and identity.The poem 

encompasses themes of love, loss, displacement, and the search for belonging, while also reflecting 

on the enduring legacies of colonialism and slavery.Walcott's use of language is particularly 

noteworthy, as he blends English with Creole and incorporates elements of African, European, and 

indigenous Caribbean languages, creating a linguistic tapestry that mirrors the multicultural nature 

of Caribbean society. 

"The Sea Is History":This poem serves as a meditation on Caribbean history, tracing the region's 

colonial past and its impact on the present-day Caribbean identity.Walcott employs powerful 

imagery of the sea as a symbol of both liberation and oppression, evoking the transatlantic slave 

trade and the forced migration of African peoples to the Caribbean.The poem reflects on the 

resilience of Caribbean peoples in the face of historical trauma, highlighting their capacity to 

reclaim and redefine their cultural heritage in the aftermath of colonialism. 
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The fluidity and complexity of identity in Walcott's poetry 

In Derek Walcott's poetry, the fluidity and complexity of identity emerge as central themes, 

reflecting the multifaceted nature of Caribbean identity and the ongoing negotiation of cultural 

affiliations.  

Colonial Legacy and Hybridity: Walcott's poetry often grapples with the legacy of colonialism 

and its impact on Caribbean identities. He acknowledges the hybrid nature of Caribbean culture, 

shaped by centuries of cultural exchange and interaction between African, European, and 

indigenous Caribbean peoples. Through his poetry, Walcott celebrates the richness and diversity of 

Caribbean identities while also acknowledging the complexities of navigating multiple cultural 

allegiances. 

Personal and Collective Identity: Walcott's exploration of identity extends beyond the individual 

to encompass broader questions of collective identity and belonging. He reflects on the shared 

experiences, histories, and struggles of Caribbean peoples, highlighting the ways in which cultural 

identity is shaped by communal narratives and shared memories. At the same time, he 

acknowledges the diversity of experiences within the Caribbean, recognizing the unique 

perspectives and voices of individual communities and individuals. 

Search for Roots and Origins: Many of Walcott's poems explore themes of ancestry, heritage, and 

the search for roots and origins. He delves into questions of lineage and legacy, tracing the 

connections between past and present and seeking to reclaim and preserve the cultural heritage of 

the Caribbean. Through his poetry, Walcott reflects on the importance of knowing one's history and 

understanding the forces that have shaped one's identity. 

Sense of Place and Belonging: Walcott's poetry is often imbued with a strong sense of place, 

rooted in the landscapes, rhythms, and textures of the Caribbean. He evokes the sights, sounds, and 

smells of Caribbean life, creating vivid portraits of island communities and their inhabitants. 

Through his depictions of place, Walcott explores the intimate connections between geography and 

identity, highlighting the ways in which the land shapes the people who inhabit it. 

Tradition and Cross-Culturalism in Walcott's Plays 

Derek Walcott's plays offer profound insights into cross-cultural themes, reflecting the complexities 

of Caribbean identity, history, and cultural exchange.  
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"Dream on Monkey Mountain" (1970): 

Set in a rural village in Saint Lucia, "Dream on Monkey Mountain" explores themes of colonialism, 

spirituality, and the search for identity. The protagonist, Makak, experiences vivid dreams that blur 

the boundaries between reality and fantasy, leading him on a spiritual journey of self-discovery. The 

play incorporates elements of Caribbean folklore, African spirituality, and Christian symbolism, 

reflecting the cultural syncretism of the Caribbean region. Through Makak's quest for redemption, 

Walcott examines the complexities of Caribbean identity and the enduring legacies of slavery and 

colonialism. 

"Ti-Jean and His Brothers" (1958): 

"Ti-Jean and His Brothers" is a Caribbean retelling of the classic folktale of the devil and three 

brothers. Set in a mythical Caribbean landscape, the play follows the adventures of Ti-Jean, the 

youngest brother, as he outwits the devil and confronts the forces of oppression. Through allegorical 

storytelling and vivid imagery, Walcott explores themes of resistance, resilience, and the power of 

storytelling in Caribbean culture. The play celebrates the ingenuity and resourcefulness of 

Caribbean peoples in the face of adversity, while also reflecting on the complexities of Caribbean 

history and identity. 

"Pantomime" (1978): 

"Pantomime" is a meta-theatrical exploration of identity, memory, and the theater itself. The play 

centers on a Caribbean actor named BrerAnancy who grapples with questions of authenticity and 

self-representation as he prepares to portray the character of Othello in a pantomime. Through a 

series of theatrical vignettes and dream sequences, Walcott blurs the boundaries between past and 

present, reality and illusion, as BrerAnancy confronts his own insecurities and desires. The play 

offers a meditation on the complexities of cultural identity and the challenges of reconciling 

personal aspirations with societal expectations. 

"The Odyssey: A Stage Version" (1992): 

Walcott's adaptation of Homer's epic poem "The Odyssey" transports the ancient Greek tale to a 

Caribbean setting, reimagining the hero's journey as a universal quest for homecoming and 

redemption. Through vibrant language, dynamic staging, and innovative use of Caribbean music 

and dance, Walcott infuses the classical story with Caribbean sensibilities, highlighting the parallels 

between Odysseus' epic voyage and the struggles of Caribbean peoples to find their place in the 

world.Derek Walcott's selected plays showcase a rich tapestry of cross-cultural themes, drawing on 
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Caribbean folklore, history, and mythology to explore questions of identity, belonging, and cultural 

heritage.  

Post-Colonialism and Cross-Cultural Dialogue in Walcott's Essays 

Derek Walcott's critical essays on Caribbean culture and post-colonial identity offer profound 

insights into the complexities of Caribbean history, society, and literature. Walcott critically 

examines the enduring legacies of colonialism in the Caribbean, highlighting the ways in which 

colonial powers have shaped the region's cultural, social, and economic landscape. He explores the 

lasting impact of slavery, indentureship, and imperialism on Caribbean societies, as well as the 

ongoing struggles for decolonization and self-determination.Walcott's essays challenge 

conventional narratives of Caribbean history, exposing the injustices and inequalities perpetuated by 

colonial regimes while also celebrating the resilience and agency of Caribbean peoples in the face 

of adversity.Throughout his critical essays, Walcott advocates for the representation and recognition 

of Caribbean culture and literature on the global stage. He critiques Eurocentric perspectives that 

marginalize or exoticize Caribbean peoples and their cultural productions, calling for a more 

inclusive and equitable approach to cultural exchange and dialogue.Walcott's essays emphasize the 

importance of centering Caribbean voices and perspectives in discussions of literature, history, and 

identity, affirming the value and significance of Caribbean culture as a vital component of world 

heritage. 

Reflection on Walcott's legacy in promoting cultural exchange and understanding 

Derek Walcott's legacy in promoting cultural exchange and understanding is profound and far-

reaching, leaving an enduring impact on literature, culture, and society. Walcott's works celebrate 

the rich tapestry of cultural diversity, particularly in the Caribbean context. Through his poetry, 

plays, and essays, he illuminates the beauty and complexity of Caribbean culture, emphasizing its 

diverse linguistic traditions, cultural practices, and historical legacies. Walcott's celebration of 

cultural diversity serves as a powerful affirmation of the value of cultural pluralism and the 

importance of recognizing and honoring the contributions of all cultures to the global tapestry of 

humanity.Throughout his life, Walcott was a passionate advocate for intercultural dialogue and 

understanding. He believed in the power of art and literature to transcend cultural barriers and foster 

empathy and mutual respect among diverse communities. Through his writings and public speeches, 

Walcott called for greater openness, curiosity, and empathy in our interactions with people from 

different cultural backgrounds. His advocacy for intercultural dialogue continues to inspire efforts 

to promote cross-cultural understanding and cooperation in an increasingly globalized world. 
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Conclusion 

Walcott celebrates the diversity of cultural influences in the Caribbean, incorporating elements from 

African, European, and indigenous Caribbean traditions into his poetry and plays. His works reflect 

the richness and complexity of Caribbean culture, emphasizing the importance of recognizing and 

honoring diverse cultural contributions.Walcott's works explore the dynamic interplay of cultural 

traditions in the Caribbean, highlighting the ways in which diverse cultural influences have blended 

and evolved over time to create new forms of expression. He celebrates cultural syncretism and 

hybridity as sources of creativity and resilience in the face of colonialism and cultural 

imperialism.Walcott critically examines the legacies of colonialism and imperialism in the 

Caribbean, exposing the injustices and inequalities perpetuated by colonial regimes. He challenges 

Eurocentric narratives of Caribbean history and culture, advocating for a more inclusive and 

equitable representation of Caribbean voices and experiences.Walcott advocates for intercultural 

dialogue and understanding as a means of promoting empathy, mutual respect, and cooperation 

among diverse cultural communities. Derek Walcott's works possess enduring relevance and 

significance in a global context, touching the hearts and minds of audiences worldwide with their 

universal themes, timeless beauty, and profound insights into the human experience. As we 

continue to grapple with the challenges of an increasingly interconnected world, Walcott's works 

serve as a reminder of the transformative power of art and literature to inspire empathy, promote 

understanding, and unite people across cultural, linguistic, and ideological divides. 
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